
  

 

 

Dear CANDIDATE,  

 

As former elected officials, we write today to urge you to speak publicly about specific solutions 

that you would support to solve the governing crisis spawned by the dominance of money in 

American politics. We, the undersigned, are members of the ReFormers Caucus, a bipartisan 

group of more than 100 former members of Congress and governors who are committed to 

restoring trust in our democratic institutions by reducing the power of money in politics. By virtue 

of our experiences in office, we have a unique perspective on the price we all pay under the 

current political system, and the escalating crisis in governance we now face. 

 

Americans from across the political spectrum are extremely concerned with the growing 

dominance of money in politics, which has ballooned into a crisis that threatens the ability of 

government to function at any level. This fact is borne out in scores of public opinion polls: 

 

● 84 percent of Americans think money has too much power in our system (New York 

Times/CBS News); 

● A third of the country consider the wealthy’s influence over electoral outcomes a top 

concern (Wall Street Journal/NBC News); 

● A recent Chapman University study found that more Americans fear corruption of 

government officials than anything else, including bioterrorism and economic collapse; 

● 85 percent support fundamentally changing or completely rebuilding our current 

campaign finance system (New York Times/CBS News). 

 

Main Street Americans, and voters specifically, know the amount of money in politics is a 

problem and are looking to their leaders to propose solutions. This is an issue that has 

tremendous support among Americans of all political persuasions, including those who support 

your campaign. Beyond decrying the problem of influence-peddling in Washington, we urge you 

to show that you’re listening to their concerns by proposing specific policies that address this 

issue, such as:  

 

● Disclosure and Transparency—Create immediate disclosure of political giving and 

spending and end “dark money.” 

● Effective Enforcement—Depoliticize the Federal Election Commission and empower it to 

enforce the law. 

● Lobbying and Money—Break the connection between lobbying and campaign 

contributions and reduce conflicts of interest. 

● Innovation in the States—Support state and local efforts to pass laws that improve civic 

participation and strengthen the role of small political donors. 

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/voters-are-mad-about-mega-donors-and-its-helping-trump-and-sanders/2015/10/14/953c1b10-70ec-11e5-8d93-0af317ed58c9_story.html
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● The Courts—Forge a new jurisprudence that reasserts the authority of Congress to pass 

laws that define and regulate the role of money in federal elections and pass a 

constitutional amendment to ensure for future generations that voters, not just major 

donors, matter most in politics. 

 

We have included the Blueprints for Democracy report, detailing specific constitutional solutions 

to this grave issue and would welcome the opportunity to meet with you or your advisers to talk 

about actionable, bipartisan solutions that would fit your campaign. If you have any questions or 

would like to discuss further, please contact Issue One’s Gabriela Schneider at 

gab@issueone.org or 202.518.0749.  

 

We urge you to listen to your supporters and to millions of Americans who are outraged by the 

excessive power of money in politics by articulating your vision for reform and providing 

substantive policy proposals that you will pursue from the Oval Office. We would be only too 

happy to support your effort to do so. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Members of the ReFormers Caucus: 

 

Rep. Les Aucoin (D-OR) Sec. Chuck Hagel (R-NE) Vice President Walter 

Mondale (D-MN) 

Sec. Bruce Babbitt (D-AZ) Rep. Lee Hamilton (D-IN) Rep. Jim Moody (D-WI) 

Sen. Nancy Kassebaum 

Baker (R-KS) 

Rep. Jane Harman (D-CA)  Rep. Jim Moran (D-VA) 

Rep. Michael Barnes (D-MD) Sen. Gary Hart (D-CO) Rep. Connie Morella (R-MD) 

Rep. Charles Bass (R-NH) Rep. Dennis Hertel (D-MI) Rep. Richard Ottinger (D-NY) 

Rep. Berkley Bedell (D-IA) Rep. Paul Hodes (D-NH) Sec. Leon Panetta (D-CA) 

Rep. Tony Beilenson (D-CA) Gov. Phil Hoff (D-VT) Rep. Elizabeth Patterson (D-

SC) 

Rep. Doug Bereuter (R-NE) Rep. Rush Holt, Jr. (D-NJ) Rep. Tom Petri (R-WI) 

http://www.blueprintsfordemocracy.org/
mailto:gab@issueone.org


  

Amb. James Blanchard (D-

MI) 

Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman (D-

NY) 

Rep. Earl Pomeroy (D-ND) 

Rep. Sherwood Boehlert (R-

NY) 

Rep. Amory Houghton (R-NY) Rep. John Edward Porter 

  (R-IL) 

Rep. David Bonior (D-MI) Rep. Jerry Huckaby (D-LA) Sen. Larry Pressler (R-SD) 

Rep. Don Bonker (D-WA) Rep. Bill Hudnut, III (R-IN) Sen. Mark Pryor (D-AR) 

Sen. Bill Bradley (D-NJ) Amb. Bill Hughes (D-NJ) Gov. Bill Ritter (D-CO) 

Sec. Bill Brock (R-TN) Gov. Jim Hunt (D-NC) Amb. Tim Roemer (D-IN) 

Gov. John Carlin (D-KS) Gov. Jon Huntsman (R-UT) Rep. Bill Sarpalius (D-TX) 

Rep. Robert Carr (D-MI) Rep. Robert Inglis, Sr. (R-SC) Amb. Jim Sasser (D-TN) 

Gov. Michael Castle (R-DE) Sen. J. Bennett Johnston (D-

LA) 

Rep. Claudine Schneider (R-

RI) 

Rep. John Cavanaugh (D-

NE) 

Gov. Thomas Kean, Sr. 

(R-NJ) 

Rep. Patricia Schroeder (D-

CO) 

 

Rep.Bob Clement (D-TN) 

 

Rep. Barbara Kennelly 

(D-CT) 

 

Rep. Philip Sharp (D-IN) 

Rep. William Clinger (R-PA) Sen. Bob Kerrey (D-NE) Rep. Chris Shays (R-CT) 

Sec. William Cohen (R-ME) Rep. Ron Klein (D-FL) Rep. Gerry Sikorski (D-MN) 

Sen. Jack Danforth (R-MO) Rep. Mike Kopetski (D-OR) Sen. Alan Simpson (R-WY) 

Rep. George Darden (D-GA) Rep. Peter Kostmayer (D-PA) Rep. David Skaggs (D-CO) 

Rep. Jim Davis (D-FL) Amb. Madeleine Kunin (D-VT) Rep. Jim Slattery (D-KS) 

Rep. Lincoln Davis (D-TN) Sec. Ray LaHood (R-IL) Rep. John Spratt, Jr. (D-SC) 

Sen.  Byron Dorgan (D-ND) Gov. Richard Lamm (D-CO) Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-FL) 

Rep. Tom Downey (D-NY) Rep. Martin Lancaster (D-NC) Rep. Charles Stenholm (D-

TX) 

Rep. Ron Dellums (D-CA) Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-LA) Amb. Richard Swett (D-NH) 



  

Rep. Karan English (D-AZ) Rep. Larry Larocco (D-ID) Rep. Robin Tallon (D-SC) 

Rep. Victor Fazio (D-CA) Rep. Jim Leach (R-IA) Rep. John Tanner (D-TN) 

Rep. Harold Ford, Jr. (D-TN) Sen. Carl Levin (D-MI) Rep. Karen Thurman (D-FL) 

Amb. Wyche Fowler (D-GA) Sen. Richard Lugar (R-IN) Sen. Joe Tydings (D-MD) 

Rep. Martin Frost (D-TX) Rep. Andrew Maguire (D-NJ) Sen. Mark Udall (D-CO) 

Rep. Richard Gephardt (D-

MO) 

Rep. Marjorie Margolies (D-

PA) 

Gov. Christine Todd 

Whitman (R-NJ) 

Rep. Wayne Gilchrest (R-

MD) 

Rep. Pete McCloskey (R-CA) Sen. Tim Wirth (D-CO) 

Sec. Dan Glickman (D-KS) Rep. Matthew McHugh (D-

NY) 

Gov. Robert Wise (D-WV) 

Rep. Bart Gordon (D-TN) Rep. Tom McMillen (D-MD)        Rep. Bill Zeliff (R-NH) 

Dir. Porter Goss (R-FL) Sec. Norman Mineta (D-CA)  

 

 


