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right to vote.
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discredit or overturn the results of the 2020 election.?*® Some
election deniers have already won o ce at the hyper-local level,
including in Pennsylvania, where they won voting judge and
inspector races.'*!

“I don’t think I'm being hyperbolic when | say our democracy hangs
in the balance right now through these next two elections,” said
Bill Gates, chairman of the board of supervisors for Maricopa
County, Arizona. “If we continue to have people that are tearing at
the foundations of our democracy, and if we have people who have
openly said they’re ‘results oriented’ when it comes to elections.
If they can get elected to secretaries of state and elections board
positions, | don’t know if this experiment continues.”

In Texas, Republicans have recruited, in their words, an “army”
of 10,000 poll workers and watchers—in areas where residents
are largely people of color.’®? “It’s about winning elections with
the right people—MAGA people,” said former Trump strategist
Steve Bannon. “We will have our people at every level.”153

The concern is that such individuals will be in positions to hi-
jack the management of elections for partisan gain and enact
changes to fundamental election and voting practices that could
lead to an outright reversal of the will of voters. “These conspir-
acy theorists are in it for the long haul,” said Ingham County,
Michigan Clerk Barb Byrum.*>* “They’re in it to completely crum-
ble our republic, and they’re looking at these election adminis-
trator positions.”

Legislatures have also introduced bills to shift power over elec-
tions from local and state election o cials to highly partisan
actors. This year alone, nearly 200 bills have been introduced
that would shift the allocation of power in election adminis-
tration—this includes bills that would grant legislatures power
to overturn election results, alter the composition of election
boards, or change those positions that were previously appointed
to elected ones.®
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The writing is on the wall, and the
statistics are sobering. A survey of
election o cials found that 30%
know of one or more election
workers who have left at least In part
because of fear for their safety,
Increased threats, or intimidation.
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In Their Words
Election workers are your neighbors,
they’re the people you used to go to
school with, they’re the people that
your kids go to school with. They’re

not some deep state government
actors who have cooked up this
grand conspiracy where people of
all parties and at all levels have
somehow figured out how to steal
elections down to the district level.
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In perhaps the most dangerous threat against the democratic
process, at least nine laws that could lead to tampering with how
results are determined have been enacted in six states as of May
2022, including laws that permit partisan actors to interfere with
elections operations or overturn election results.'*¢ The number
of such bhills continues to grow each month.

Legislatures have also used the distrust of elections fostered
by these false claims to enact more stringent voting laws,**’
potentially threatening access for eligible voters. At least 32
states have enacted laws that make it harder to vote and easier
for partisans to take over elections for political gain.*®® 15° Such
laws often disproportionately target specific groups, such as
people of color.*®® “Rather than going out and trying to persuade
voters, we're seeing legislators trying to shrink the electorate in
order to ensure job security for themselves,” said the Brennan
Center’s Eliza Sweren-Becker.*6!

Instead, lawmakers should be focused on improving voter ac-
cess while ensuring transparency and security in the process. In
Virginia, Democratic legislators enacted a host of bills making it
easier to vote, including automatic voter registration, 45 days of
early voting, relaxed absentee ballot rules, and making Election
Day a holiday, which their Republican colleagues generally op-
posed. Ironically, in 2021, Republicans won a landslide victory
in the state.'62
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“Rather than going out and trying
to persuade voters, we’re seeing
legislators trying to shrink the
electorate in order to ensure job
security for themselves.”

—ELIZA SWEREN-BECKER, The Brennan Center for Justice
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Protecting
Our Elections

The rise of politically-motivated disinformation in the United
States coupled with years of inadequate funding for election
infrastructure requires urgent attention from federal lawmakers
to safeguard democratic institutions, including free and fair elec-
tions. Congress should act to protect election o cials, defend the
nonpartisan administration of elections, and strengthen access
to the ballot. The will of the people alone is what should deter-
mine the outcomes of elections, and measures should be taken
to avert electoral subversion and a future constitutional crisis.

Specifically, Congress should:

Authorize significant and regular investment in election
infrastructure to ensure our elections are adequately funded;

Provide new funding streams—through the Election As-
sistance Commission or the Department of Justice—that
election administrators and their sta s can utilize specif-
ically for threat monitoring, safety and doxxing training,
privacy services, public education and communications,
and home security;

Enhance information sharing and coordination about threats
against election o cials between federal, state, and local
law enforcement entities;

Clarify and expand existing federal protections against
threats and intimidation to include authorized election
agents, contractors, vendors, and volunteers;

Increase privacy protections for election workers and their
families to protect against doxxing and harassment; and

Pass a comprehensive update to the Electoral Count Act of
1887 to ensure the will of the people is upheld.



https://www.wsj.com/articles/congress-can-prevent-another-jan-6-crisis-eletoral-count-act-election-voters-democracy-bipartisan-11652636891?mod=opinion_lead_pos8
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